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Invention Submission Policy

Introduction

     Our Co-operative has laid out certain procedures for inventors to submit their inventions to the Co-op and to allow our evaluation process to assess the value of their submission. 

The inventor, whether a CCC Member or not, submits an ‘Invention Submission Kit’ that consists of 3 parts to be complete.

Understanding the complexity of the issue, CCC attempts to deal fairly with the inventor and keep clear of conflict and liability for itself, its Executive Directors, its members, its partners and its affiliates in this procedure. 

For the Inventor

            First, our Evaluations Director will open up the Submission and sign the Non Disclosure Agreement on behalf of CCC assuring confidentiality. Then, if the innovation in the submission is clear and has merit, up to three other Evaluators will be asked for their opinions.  

Through screening, the Evaluations Director will ensure that the selected Evaluators do not have a conflict of interest before receiving your disclosure.   As well, CCC will not disclose the idea to any third party, without the inventor’s written permission.

            Secondly, each CCC Member has signed a ‘Members Confidentiality Agreement’, concurring with the Co-op’s General Bylaw 2.9.  This blanket Agreement pertains to the legal obligation for CCC members not to disclose, or use to their own benefit, any proprietary information they may come in contact with or have access to, through CCC in any way.

           Thirdly, every Submission Kit contains a Non-Disclosure Agreement form (NDA) specifically prepared for the invention, copies of which will be signed by all Evaluators who have access to the details of the invention. 

           Additionally, the Co-op’s ‘Code of Ethics’, which is General Bylaw 2.10, governs all CCC Members and reiterates the obligations and responsibilities that our Members have to adhere to. The two signed Agreements are intended to protect confidentiality and the rights of the inventor in the best way possible.

For the Co-op

       The Disclosure Form, which is part (2) of the Submission Kit, reveals the total scope of the invention being submitted.  It is possible that material, which is similar to your submission may already be known to CCC’s Evaluators, either in the works of others or in the public domain.  Where materials of a similar nature are known, CCC is under no legal obligation to disclose these to you, the submitter, although it can choose to do so at its discretion.  The Submission Agreement is a legal document that outlines the terms between the inventor and the Co-op. 

The Submission


       The complete ‘Invention Submission Kit’ consists of 3 parts:

(1) The NDA Form,  (2) the Disclosure Form and (3) the Submission Agreement.  Both forms have to be filled out by the inventor.  The Agreement must be understood and signed at the time of submission.

(1) The NDA Form is a non-disclosure agreement in which the inventor briefly describes his/her invention, which will be signed by any CCC Member who comes in contact with the details of the submitted invention, thereby binding them to confidentiality. Its purpose is to protect the rights of the inventor.

(2) The Disclosure Form contains all the information about the invention. The minimum requirements for this document are:  a detailed description, drawings if applicable and answers to a series of standard questions about the initial patent search, cost projection, marketing, etc.

Each page of this Form has to be signed by the inventor and by a witness with name and address.  Its purpose is to disclose the total invention, which will guarantee and protect the Co-op’s concerns in regards to the exact scope of that invention.

(3) The Submission Agreement is the agreement between the inventor and the Co-op, pertaining to the rights and responsibilities of both parties, specific to the invention in question.  It has to be signed by the inventor at the time of submission.  Its purpose is to assign the invention rights during the Co-op’s evaluation procedure.

Before signing a Submission Agreement, CCC recommends that the inventor review the terms of the Agreement and discuss any questions with a professional advisor of their choice. The inventor is responsible to determine the level of proprietary protection to their satisfaction.

Inventions submitted by Members will take priority over those by Non-Members, but CCC will evaluate any Non-Member’s submission, within a certain time frame and for a set fee.

The Evaluation


     The Invention Submission will be reviewed under strict guidelines, set independently by CCC and its partners. The model we use is regarded as one of the best in the world, because on the average it has proven to accurately predict the success of submissions four times out of five.  The inventor will be informed within a predicted period of time, whether the submission is accepted for further investigations or declined. 

       If there is no further interest in the submitted invention, the disclosure will be returned, together with the completed Evaluations.  All legal rights to the invention remain with the inventor, but CCC will retain a copy of the submission in its confidential files, in the event there is a need for future reference.          While CCC may choose to suggest further actions pertaining to the invention, it is not obligated to offer any explanation of its decision.  Waiving of any charge for the Evaluation is a privilege for CCC Members.

Acceptance

       If an invention, submitted by a Member, has been rated highly through the Evaluation process, an initial Acceptance Contract will be negotiated between the inventor and the Co-op assigning the first right to develop the invention to the Co-op.  At this point in the process, a Non-Member submitter may want to consider CCC Membership to have their invention developed faster than they could by themselves.

        For that invention to be developed by the Co-op, it will first be placed into priority sequence.  The Co-op actively works on those inventions that are highest in priority.  

        To maintain orderliness within the Co-op, newly accepted inventions will not displace the top 3 projects that are being developed, until there has been discussion of it at a General Members Meeting.

Concept to Creation Co-operative Inc.  700-890 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON -  M4W 3P4

1-800-288-7024    www.conceptocreation.com    info@conceptocreation.com    Ontario Corporation No.1416269-Jul 02/03
 

Ver 1.0 Sept 2003

Page 1 of 3

